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The following major issues were identified by the Energy Subcommittee: 

Energy issues will be at the forefront of the public policy arena and offer tremendous 

opportunities for new economic development and job creation in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  

The potential for Virginia to become the energy capital of the East Coast is very real because of 

our vast, diverse and in many cases, untapped natural resources, coupled with our ranking as the 

number one state in the nation to do business and best managed state.  Real challenges exist, 

however.  Virginia is the second leading importer of energy in the nation behind California and 

in the Dominion service territory alone, a 4600 MW gap is projected.  For your reference, one 

MW is typically enough to power 250 homes.  The Energy subcommittee of the Economic 

Development Work Group is pleased to present to the Governor-elect and his policy team this 

executive summary detailing the major energy issues confronting the incoming administration.   

 

DMME 

Virginia Energy Plan 

At the top of the energy agenda will be the revisions to the Virginia Energy Plan that are due 

July 1, 2010, as required by the Code of Virginia.  The revised Virginia Energy Plan can and 

should be the blueprint to make the Commonwealth the energy capital of the East Coast. 

 

Stimulus Funds 

The distribution of $83 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding 

that has been earmarked for energy efficiency and renewable energy programs is a top priority as 

February 2010 is the deadline for expending these funds.  The new administration will have to 

respond to the evolving roles of federal regulatory agencies such as EPA, Corps of Engineers and 

Office of Surface Mining related to their respective regulation of surface (mountaintop) coal 

mining.  There is a rapid expansion of the natural gas industry in Virginia and the associated 

correlative property rights issues being raised as well as responding to the economic 

development opportunities from new and/or expanding energy businesses. 

 

Offshore Exploration and Drilling 

The issue of safe offshore gas and oil exploration and drilling will require immediate attention of 

the Governor-elect and his team.  Exploration and production of oil and natural gas offshore 

Virginia has the potential to generate thousands of new jobs and hundreds of millions of dollars 

in new tax revenue.  One fundamental issue will be the question of changing current Virginia 

law’s reference to natural gas and exploration only to a broader approach of gas and oil 

exploration as well as production/development.   

  

The Secretary of the Interior has directed MMS to hold the current proposed five-year leasing 

plan out for an additional round of public comment and study.  This has had the result of 

delaying the required EIS for at least a year.  Virginia is currently the first, and only, Atlantic 

OCS being considered under the five-year plan and is pooled with the rest of the Atlantic OCS 

for consideration at another time.  During the most recent public comment period, 68% of over 

500,000 respondents answered yes, the OCS should be opened up for exploration and 

development.  Developing a plan on how to navigate this issue and the obstacles in place will 

likely top the list of action items for the new administration to address in the first few months of 

2010.   
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Nuclear Industry 

Expansion of Virginia's nuclear generation and the growth of companies that play a vital role in 

Virginia's nuclear industry will be at the forefront of the energy discussion in the Commonwealth 

as Virginia already has a substantial nuclear industry base from which to build.  Areva and 

Babcock and Wilcox already employ thousands of people in the Lynchburg area, supporting both 

the Navy and commercial nuclear programs.  Areva and Northrop Grumman Newport News are 

building a major new facility in Newport News to fabricate reactor components.  Dominion 

Virginia Power currently operates four nuclear reactors and is in the process of securing permits 

for a fifth reactor.  Northrop Grumman Newport News has significant experience in installing 

new and refueling Navy nuclear reactors.  The Norfolk Naval Shipyard and Northrop Grumman 

NN are two of just six shipyards in the country that have a license to work on Navy nuclear 

power plants.  The Navy trains nuclear power officers and enlisted personnel, many of whom 

enter the civilian work force every year.  Virginia Tech has recently re-established its Nuclear 

Engineering program and VCU has also established a nuclear engineering program.  And, the 

largest untapped source of uranium in North America rests in Pittsylvania County, Virginia.  

Strategically leveraging Virginia's tremendous assets in this important energy sector will be the 

key to attracting new jobs and economic development opportunities. 

 

Coal Industry 

In 2006, the economic impact of the coal mining industry in Virginia was nearly $2.4 billion, 

providing 11,082 jobs, 8,884 of which are located in Southwest Virginia.  Federal intervention 

and the real prospect of Cap and Trade legislation in Congress remain serious threats to 

Virginia's coal mining industry.  Protecting Virginia’s Primacy under the Surface Mining Control 

and Reclamation Act also has to be viewed as a priority.  The EPA is usurping state primacy, 

withholding permits, applying extra-legal requirements to the permitting process and in some 

cases revoking previously granted permits long after issuance (in one case after a full EIS was 

performed) because they think further review should be performed.  This is despite the fact that 

rulings of the U.S. Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals have approved the procedures used in review 

of permit application and the issuance of the permits.  If left unchecked, EPA’s actions have the 

very real possibility of shutting down the Virginia coal industry.  Virginia may consider joining 

with other Appalachian states to challenge this unwarranted and unprecedented interference with 

Virginia’s regulatory program.  

 

Also of importance to the coal mining industry will be the completion of the Dominion operated 

coal plant in Wise County and the permitting and eventual construction of ODEC’s proposed 

coal plant in Surry County.   

 

Renewable Industry 

Offshore wind development will require immediate attention of the incoming Administration.  

We have sufficient wind off of Virginia’s coast to light up Washington, D.C.   Local and state 

governments are solidly behind wind energy development.  We have two non-competing and 

active applications in front of the U.S. Department of the Interior’s MMS for leasing.  The 

primary obstacle between vision and reality is the Washington bureaucracy.  Other obstacles 

worth noting are the key matters of financing (well in excess of $1 billion), ability to survive a 

hurricane (part of the testing and development process), and ensuring reliability (the early 

experiences in Europe had some challenges on this).  Some very significant research and 
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mapping has been done already, but additional funding will be required for additional research 

and development.   

 

We have some of the best winds, relatively close to the coast, in shallow water with a large 

electrical substation just a few miles inland, capable of transmitting this renewable resource 

throughout the PJM grid.  The Department of Defense must definitively answer whether or not 

they will allow wind power generation off the coast of Virginia, and if so, where they will permit 

the generation.  DoD must either allocate “green zones” or vet the entire project.  Extensive 

public and private precious resources are being expended with no assurance these projects can 

move forward.  There are huge positive economic implications for the Commonwealth of 

Virginia, including the opportunity to land a major manufacturing plant for the production of 

large ocean wind turbines.  The Obama Administration has based their economic recovery on 

“green jobs.”  Virginia can, and must, do more to help push this endeavor along.   

 

Virginia's renewable energy industry is growing rapidly, but slower than many would like.  

There are real opportunities to grow the industry, create new jobs and maintain/enhance current 

jobs, attract new manufacturing and economic investment while generating sustainable energy in 

increasing quantities.  Thanks to Virginia's diverse landscape, onshore and offshore wind 

generation hold great promise (multiple efforts are already underway), biomass is becoming 

more popular as a potential renewable energy source (bringing with it, however, some serious 

supply and demand and pricing issues) and hydro-electric power is available.  Quickly gaining 

momentum are the solar, geothermal and waste to energy industries in the Commonwealth.  

Alternative fuel sources are also a potential source of new jobs and promise for Virginia's 

agricultural community, but have not prospered yet because traditional fuel sources remain more 

cost effective.   

 

The next Administration will be confronted with the lack of a defined plan to promote the 

development and commercialization of renewable energy in Virginia.  Some will advocate 

strongly for doing away with Virginia's voluntary Renewable Portfolio Standard in favor of a 

mandatory RPS -- perhaps the most hotly debated issue in the renewable energy industry.  The 

issues of incentives and streamlined permitting processes will also be at the forefront of the 

renewable energy discussion.  Conversely, many will point to the success of the voluntary RPS 

and the cost to businesses and rate-payers under a mandatory RPS model as arguments against a 

mandatory RPS.  Also, the inherent unfairness of incenting one industry or type of 

manufacturing over the other and the potential adverse environmental impacts of speeding up the 

permitting process will also be factors to weigh when formulating a comprehensive strategy on 

how Virginia should approach the issue of renewable energy. 

 

Manufacturing Industry 

When the next administration begins to evaluate the Commonwealth's diverse energy resources 

and industry, it would be a mistake not to take into account the role of manufacturing in the 

discussion.  It cannot be overstated how vital sound energy policy is to the success of Virginia's 

manufacturing community and the retention of thousands of good paying jobs.  One cannot grow 

the economy and create new jobs if the manufacturing sector is shedding jobs (over 100,000) as 

it has over the last decade.  And just as Federal policy could have enormous adverse impact on 
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energy producers in the Commonwealth, it can and likely will be devastating to Virginia's 

manufacturing community.   

 

Affordable and reliable energy costs and supply are a vital component to any manufacturer 

(especially natural gas) and government mandates that increase these costs create an adverse 

domino effect.  The incoming administration can and should evaluate ways to coordinate energy 

policy with the existing manufacturing community. 

 

Creating new manufacturing jobs is also as important as retaining existing ones and the new 

Governor will most certainly have the opportunity to compete for new manufacturing jobs, 

particularly in the clean energy and nuclear energy sectors.  There are potentially several large 

manufacturers that will be looking at Virginia to establish new facilities or expand existing ones, 

but will be comparing the availability of incentives in Virginia to what other states might offer.  

Striking the proper balance and tone between making Virginia competitive to new manufacturing 

opportunities countered with the recognition of the valuable contributions of existing 

manufacturers will be extremely important for the new Administration to weigh and implement. 

 

Summary from Energy Subcommittee: 

 

General Federal Policy 

 

Recommendation #1: Governor-elect McDonnell is encouraged to communicate, as soon as 

possible, his concerns to U.S. Senators Warner and Webb regarding the enormous negative 

impact Cap and Trade legislation will have on jobs, the economy and cost of energy in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia.  Early communications will allow him the opportunity to impress 

upon the Senators the importance of this issue to the future of energy and jobs in Virginia.  Take 

all feasible steps to ensure that any Cap and Trade legislation on the federal level is adopted only 

after due consideration of all relevant information and a thorough cost-benefit analysis. Take all 

feasible steps to ensure that any Cap and Trade legislation protects Virginia’s coal industry and 

manufacturing from adverse effects.  

 

Recommendation #2: Communicate with Virginia’s Congressional Delegation as soon as feasible 

the incoming Administration’s view on Health Care and Card Check legislation pending in 

Congress. 

 

 
 

Oil and Gas Industry Recommendations 

 

Recommendation #3: The Governor-elect should immediately send a letter to Secretary Salazar 

stating that Virginia should remain in the current five-year plan and that all haste should be made 

in driving toward a lease auction of properties currently under consideration.  In addition to the 

letter, consideration should be given to meeting personally with the Secretary and encouraging 

ongoing staff communications to keep the focus on the issue. 
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Recommendation #4: Support legislation during the 2010 General Assembly session to amend 

the existing Virginia Energy Plan’s current language of “gas only, exploration only” to “oil and 

gas, exploration and production.”  This will send a signal to Washington that Virginia definitely 

wants to stay in the five-year plan.  With revisions to the Virginia Energy Plan due in mid-2010, 

also encourage the inclusion of support for safe and efficient offshore gas and oil exploration and 

production. 

 

Recommendation #5: Continue to make the political statement that Virginia wants to lead the 

way in reducing foreign imports of oil by developing our own resources domestically.  We have 

the vast majority of Virginians behind us, as well as local support in the area directly impacted 

by such developments. 

 

Recommendation #6: Address with Virginia’s federal legislators at the Governor’s very first 

meeting of the Virginia Congressional Delegation (usually within the first few weeks of taking 

office) the issue of providing for revenue sharing for oil and gas leasing and royalties similar to 

those granted to Gulf States in the most recent round of oil leasing.  Additionally, ask Virginia’s 

federal legislators to “correct” the boundaries off the coast of Virginia to directly east-west from 

our borders, instead of the current inexplicable pie-shaped boundary designation.  This is not 

only for the benefit of oil and gas leasing, but also for wind leasing, sand replenishment and 

other natural resources. 

 

Recommendation #7: Establish a Regional Energy Advisory Council to facilitate discussion 

amongst stakeholders to put strong policies in place before drilling begins. This will include the 

Navy, representatives from oil and gas companies, NASA, universities involved with research 

and development and legislators.  This commission or some other entity should also begin to 

examine what needs to happen to be ready for the green light to proceed in terms of access to a 

trained workforce, service companies and issues related to infrastructure/means to bring the oil 

and gas to the shore. 

 

Recommendation #8: Continue your support for “Decoupling” and sensible conservation and 

energy efficiency practices currently being initiated by the natural gas industry. 

 

 
 

Nuclear Energy Expansion Recommendations 

 

Recommendation #9: Support the National Academy of Sciences study of the issue regarding the 

safety of mining uranium in Virginia.   

 

Recommendation #10: The Governor should work with Congress and relevant federal agencies to 

communicate and promote support for the construction of the next generation of nuclear power 

plants (to include a third unit at North Anna) and support any efforts in Washington to expand 

the federal loan guarantee program for nuclear reactor construction. 

 

Recommendation #11: Direct DMME to report on the spent rod reprocessing program operated 

by Areva in France as a potential new industry opportunity. 
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Coal Industry Recommendations 

 

Recommendation #12: Join other Appalachian states to challenge unwarranted and 

unprecedented interference from the EPA related to Virginia's Primacy under the Surface Mining 

Control and Reclamation Act.    

 

Recommendation #13: Support research and funding of carbon capture and sequestration.  State 

financial support is necessary to obtain federal grants to pursue such research and pilot programs.  

If regulation of GHG is implemented, carbon capture and storage will be necessary for the future 

viability of coal as a fuel source in the U.S.  Examine the possibility of redirecting any 

unallocated ARRA funding toward Virginia’s universities working in this realm to expedite the 

development of these technologies. 

 

 
 

Offshore Wind Energy Recommendations 

 

Recommendation #14: Enact a sales tax exemption for the manufacture, installation and new 

facility requirements for ocean-related wind projects, equipment and infrastructure.  (Zero-

impact to the revenue stream as Virginia has no such industry to date).  This sends a signal 

around the globe that we are serious. 

 

Recommendation #15: Support legislation creating the Renewable Offshore Wind Commission 

along the lines of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel Commission.  This Commission’s primary 

function would help facilitate the development of offshore wind generation and help generate the 

funding for necessary infrastructure and collect modest fees to fund the authority the same way 

modest tolls build a bridge over time and eventually could provide a positive revenue flow for 

the Commonwealth.  Incentives for the use of Virginia manufactured components and Virginia 

engineering could also flow through the authority. 

 

With regard to development of offshore wind, potential job creation would be greater than the 

job creation associated with the development of the offshore oil and gas resources. 

 

Recommendation #16: Support an enhanced RPS credit for offshore wind power purchases. 

 

 
 

Manufacturing Recommendations Related to Energy Policy 

 

Recommendation #17: Examine the possibility of new tax incentives targeting job creation and 

retention, commercial nuclear and alternative energy projects, facility expansion, machine tool 

investment, and workforce training would be beneficial.  This should include continued growth 

and support for education and training programs related to energy, including nuclear 
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manufacturing and nuclear energy facilities.  The Clean Energy Manufacturing Grant legislation 

that failed in the 2009 session had some merit and could serve as the platform on which to build 

this structure.  

 

Recommendation #18: Explore the idea of tax credits for energy generated by plants supplied or 

heavily contributed to by in-state manufacturers; i.e. wind turbines and nuclear components.  

Vital to the success of the Governor-elect’s plan is to not only to invest in projects that produce 

energy in Virginia but also buy Virginia-based products and engineering services and to locate 

the manufacturing supply chain in Virginia. 

 

Recommendation #19: Review information on hand at VEDP and other relevant state agencies 

related to efforts made by other states to incentivize business/manufacturing recruitment.  At 

least one manufacturer is looking to build a wind turbine manufacturing facility and would like 

to locate it in Virginia, but it feels Virginia falls short with regard to incentives compared to 

other East Coast states.  This opinion is shared by many in the economic development and 

manufacturing communities.  

 

Recommendation #20: Expand some of the existing sales and use and local property tax 

incentives for oil and gas drilling, the use of Virginia coal, and investments in pollution control 

equipment. Similar incentives should exist for the manufacturing of solar and wind components 

and other forms of alternative energy manufacturing.  Most of the existing local business taxes, 

especially the real estate and machinery and tools tax, make it harder for a new investment to 

reach its break-even point. Even if the code merely made it clear that localities had the option of 

waiving these taxes during a long start up period, some locality would take the plunge and win 

the brass ring of a new manufacturing facility. One model might be the Energy Technology Zone 

ordinance recently adopted by the Newport News City Council to provide incentives for the 

AREVA Newport News facility.  

 

Recommendation #21: Financial incentives specifically designed to help manufacturers reduce 

their energy intensity and carbon footprint are almost non-existent.  Of the $787 Billion in 

ARRA funds spent to date, only $156 Million was reserved for industrial energy efficiency 

projects.  Virginia should intensify efforts in this area by providing targeted financial assistance 

similar to that available to manufacturers in North Carolina.  Support instituting a 1% interest 

loan and a 35% investment tax credit for renewable energy projects located at manufacturer’s 

sites, a 3% interest loan for all energy efficiency projects, a combined heat and power and waste 

heat to energy incentive program for all size facilities and a steam trap survey rebate program.  

This would provide similar incentives for manufacturers in both states.  

 

 
 

Renewable Energy Recommendations 

 

Recommendation #22: Initiate legislation to establish Virginia as a “Green Jobs Zone” to 

incentivize companies to create quality green jobs.  Qualified businesses would be eligible to 

receive an income tax credit equal to $500 per position created per year for the first five years 

(up to 350 jobs annually).  If the position is created within Virginia’s enterprise zone, the 
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business will qualify for the current enterprise zone grant in addition to the new $500 income tax 

credit.  

 

One key determination that should be factored in to renewable energy job creation incentives and 

other renewable energy policy development is the affect on existing jobs.  The focus should 

always remain on generating “net new jobs” and that new jobs in the renewable energy sector 

should not come at the expense of jobs in the coal industry and manufacturers. 

 

Recommendation #23: Consider strategic tax credits or other investments to promote renewable 

energy, recognizing the need to offset these investments with spending cuts elsewhere.  

Possibilities include incentives for utilities to construct renewable energy generation facilities, 

loan guarantee programs, sales or income tax exemptions for the purchase of renewable energy 

systems etc. 

 

Recommendation #24: Virginia’s low energy costs have been a key factor in past economic 

development victories and should remain a goal for the future.  Renewable energy presents great 

economic opportunity, job creation and retention and emissions free energy production for 

Virginia, but state policy towards facilitating the growth of the energy must always be balanced 

with energy costs to rate-payers and Virginia businesses.  As such, the Voluntary Renewable 

Portfolio Standard (RPS) should be embraced by the incoming Administration as the ink on the 

Re-regulation Legislation is barely dry and the utility companies appear to be actively pursuing 

the goals of the voluntary system currently in place. 

 

Recommendation #25: The incoming Administration should look for ways to incentivize the 

utilities participating in Virginia’s voluntary RPS to purchase power from renewable energy 

manufactured in the Commonwealth.  This would have the net effect of helping generate a 

market for renewable energy production in Virginia and bring some financial certainty that is 

required for capital to find its way to renewable energy developers here in the Commonwealth. 

 

Recommendation #26: Virginia’s net metering and distributed generation laws need to continue 

to evolve to encourage more renewable electric projects on the electric grid.  Currently even a 

small project can cost as much as $50,000 in connection fees to gain access to the grid.  

 

Recommendation #27: It is recommended that the Governor-elect should review a forthcoming 

study of Virginia’s forests to determine actually what is actually available for harvest for both 

energy and production use and help forge a consensus approach to meet the needs of the forest 

products, paper and renewable energy industries.  The Department of Forestry is under a 

requirement to conduct a forest assessment for compliance for continuing to receive US Forestry 

Service federal funds that is a significant part of their funding stream.     

 

Given Virginia’s biomass resource, there is great potential for use of biomass as a renewable 

energy source.  However, there are significant issues of concern to the paper manufacturers in 

Virginia that increased demand for biomass for energy production will decrease supply and drive 

up their costs and thus lead to job losses and other adverse economic impacts.  Research needs to 

be done to confirm the long term sustainability of the biomass resource.  
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The Virginia Farm Bureau and many other ag and forestry related entities; The Virginia 

Alternative & Renewable Energy Association and the paper manufacturing industry all support 

the concept of conducting a study and believe a forest assessment that examines available supply 

would be helpful in gleaning additional data to navigate the decision on policy issues on biomass 

usage and caps.   

 

Recommendation #28: Continue supporting new legislation to expedite and streamline permitting 

of renewable energy facilities like the legislation enacted in 2009.  Please note that there are 

many individuals involved in the rule-making process for the aforementioned legislation that 

believe the process has been inefficient, burdensome and in some cases, counterproductive. 

 

Recommendation #29: Fully fund The Virginia Alternative Fuels Revolving Fund established to 

assist local governments that convert to alternative fuel systems, but no funds have been 

allocated for its use.  Draft language that will also expand the purpose of this fund to include 

infrastructure such as refueling stations, provide seed money and aggressively pursue additional 

grants. 

 

 
 

Energy Efficiency Recommendations 

 

Recommendation #30: Promote energy audits and weatherization for homes and businesses 

capitalizing on incentives available thanks to ARRA funding streams dedicated to these types of 

programs.  Please note that the Department of Housing and Community Development has 

expressed concern about their ability to manage the significant increases in federal money for 

weatherization and the need to ensure program efficiency and integrity.    

 

Recommendation #31: Develop strategies to expand consumer education efforts like the “Energy 

Sense” program underway at the State Corporation Commission and identify ways to promote 

energy efficiency in public schools. 

 

Recommendation #32: Work with DMME to maximize public private-partnership opportunities 

underway related to energy efficiency and renewable energy usage at state facilities.  The 

savings to the Commonwealth are potentially tremendous and the job creation potential via these 

PPP Energy Savings Performance Contracting projects is significant.  Identify the state agencies 

that have been slow to embrace these new tools and look for ways to expand the scope of these 

projects. 

 

Recommendation #33: Develop a robust statewide program to take advantage of legislation 

adopted in 2009 allowing localities to make loans to residential and business property owners for 

energy efficiency improvements.  Specifically the legislation allows for the loans to be repaid 

through the property tax assessments. PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy) loans provide an 

incentive for property owners to make improvements because the loan obligation is encumbered 

with the property and not the individual or business.   
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Recommendation #34: Support needed improvements to transmission and distribution 

infrastructure that will improve energy efficiency and promote the growth of renewable energy 

and smart grid technology.  

 

 
 

Research and Development Recommendations 

 

Recommendation #35: The incoming Administration should appoint a person (housed at 

Commerce and Trade or SCHEV, etc.) responsible for organizing and coordinating energy-

related R&D activities and grant applications for energy-related activities at our state institutions 

of higher learning while aggressively seeking out federal grants for increased research and 

development.  Significant new government grant support for energy R&D will create jobs, new 

products and services, and strengthen Virginia’s research capabilities and institutions of higher 

education.  If Virginia is to fully realize the stated goal of becoming the energy capital of the 

East Coast, we must expand and coordinate our energy related R& D activities with our public 

institutions of higher learning.   

  

Recommendation #36: Create and fund an entity, perhaps within the Clean Water Fund, to be 

used as a matching fund for R&D of new technologies in the areas of carbon sequestration, 

biomass, biofuels and other alternative energy technologies.  (Most DOE grants require matching 

funds on a 3 to 1 or higher match).  Also, they should be empowered to coordinate matching 

grants if funds are not sufficient (i.e., land, buildings, etc.). 

 

 
 

International Energy Opportunities & Recommendations 

 

Recommendation #37: The Governor-Elect spoke frequently about fighting for overseas 

investments in Virginia on the campaign trail. Today, Virginia ranks 17th in the United States in 

exports to China, which is about $1.2Billion or 1.67 percent of overall US exports. The new 

administration's “More Energy & More Jobs” initiative presents a unique opportunity for 

international investment partners - particularly those from Asia like Singapore's Temasek Fund, 

China's PBOC Fund, Japan's Mitsubishi Heavy that specializes in Nuclear Energy, and China's 

National Overseas Oil exploration Company. But first Virginia needs to streamline functions and 

coordination among state agencies. 

 

Recommendation #38: Work with VEDP to identify opportunities to organize a trade missions to 

Asia and Europe to tour existing wind stations, manufacturing facilities and France’s nuclear 

programs, along with other business activities and to promote Virginia’s energy industry. 

 

Recommendation #39: Help facilitate Virginia’s institutions of higher learning to reach out to the 

international community to share information about research efforts underway related to new 

energy technologies, to seek out private funding sources for research and development and to 

gather information about efforts underway in foreign countries to develop new technologies in 

the energy field.  
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Recommendation #40: The Middle East is known for its successful research and funding efforts 

in energy development, in particular in the renewable energy sector. The incoming 

Administration should consider a mission trip to the Middle East to study what their research 

entities are doing and see how Virginia institutions can collaborate with them on their successes, 

and perhaps replicated those successes within Virginia’s institutions of higher learning.  

 

 

 
 

Misc. Recommendations 

 

Recommendation #41: It has been discussed whether the expanding “Energy” role of DMME 

warrants a greater discussion/study of the proper place for energy issues to be coordinated within 

state government.  Some have suggested raising energy to a cabinet level position; giving 

someone “Cabinet Rank;” creating a Secretary of Energy & Natural Resources or creating a 

deputy for energy issues at Commerce and Trade.  Our subcommittee has not explored any of 

these concepts at great length, but there is no denying that energy issues will remain prominent 

in the years to come and further examination of this question might be appropriate recognizing 

that expanding the size of government is not usually necessary.   

 

Recommendation #42: Invest heavily in the university, community college and technical training 

necessary for the workforce to build energy components and to install and maintain them. At the 

end of the day, having a workforce ready to go will be the largest asset for whichever states end 

up winning this race.  

 

Recommendation #43: Governor’s Energy Advisory Council – Create a public-private and 

bipartisan commission by Executive Order to guide the Governor on key issues over the next 

four years.  Would likely involve DMME Director as well as Secretary of Commerce & Trade 

and the Secretary of Natural Resources in addition to relevant stakeholders.   

 

Recommendation #44: The Governor should emphasize, as early as his inaugural address, that 

Virginia will be the energy capital of the East Coast and that Virginia is ready, willing and able 

to light up Washington, D.C. with renewable wind resources – and the only obstacle confronting 

the Commonwealth is the bureaucracy in Washington, D.C.  The same comments should be 

made addressing offshore oil and gas development. 

 

Recommendation #45 As soon as possible after taking office, the Governor-elect is encouraged 

to hold a summit to develop targeted policy measures designed to provide incentives to private 

investment to leverage cost effective existing technology and new technology while encouraging 

economic growth.  As an example, energy performance standards for utility power plants, energy 

efficiency standards on major manufacturing equipment and R & D for break thru technology 

development for energy intensive industries would be the goal.     

 

Recommendation #46: Urge the cooperation of federal and state agencies to establish joint 

permitting application processes to increase the efficiency and timeliness for approval and citing 
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of new energy facilities consistent with public and environmental health and safety.  Appoint 

representatives to approval boards who have technical experience so that the process is more 

efficient on the state level.  

 

Recommendation #47: Examine the recent CO2 Endangerment Finding issued by the EPA and 

consider communicating Virginia’s opinion on the matter prior to February 16.  Involvement of 

Virginia’s Attorney General also may be prudent. 


